Adult Christian Education 		Session 8， The root cause for the fall
Study on Ezekiel		Sept 13th, 2009
Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying: ﻿2﻿ “Son of man, ﻿set your face toward the ﻿mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them, ﻿3﻿ and say, ‘O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD! Thus says the Lord GOD to the mountains, to the hills, to the ravines, and to the valleys: “Indeed I, even I, will bring a sword against you, and ﻿I will destroy your ﻿high places. ﻿4﻿ Then your altars shall be desolate, your incense altars shall be broken, and  ﻿I will cast down your slain men before your idols. ﻿5﻿ And I will lay the corpses of the children of Israel before their idols, and I will scatter your bones all around your altars. ﻿6﻿ In all your dwelling places the cities shall be laid waste, and the ﻿high places shall be desolate, so that your altars may be laid waste and made desolate, your idols may be broken and made to cease, your incense altars may be cut down, and your works may be abolished. ﻿7﻿ The slain shall fall in your midst, and ﻿you shall know that I am the LORD.

﻿8﻿ ﻿“Yet I will leave a remnant, so that you may have some who escape the sword among the nations, when you are ﻿scattered through the countries. ﻿9﻿ Then those of you who escape will ﻿ ﻿remember Me among the nations where they are carried captive, because ﻿I was crushed by their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and ﻿by their eyes which play the harlot after their idols; ﻿they will loathe themselves for the evils which they committed in all their abominations. ﻿10﻿ And they shall know that I am the LORD; I have not said in vain that I would bring this calamity upon them.”

﻿11﻿ ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: ﻿Pound ﻿your fists and stamp your feet, and say, ‘Alas, for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! ﻿For they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. ﻿12﻿ He who is far off shall die by the pestilence, he who is near shall fall by the sword, and he who remains and is besieged shall die by the famine. ﻿Thus will I spend My fury upon them. ﻿13﻿ Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when their slain are among their idols all around their altars, ﻿on every high hill, ﻿on all the mountaintops, ﻿under every green tree, and under every thick oak, wherever they offered sweet incense to all their idols. ﻿14﻿ So I will ﻿stretch out My hand against them and make the land desolate, yes, more desolate than the wilderness toward ﻿Diblah, in all their dwelling places. Then they shall know that I am the LORD.’ ” ’ ” 

A short treatise on idolatory
Definition of Idols in Old testament:


Idols for the believers in New Testament:





Why worship idols?
3 reasons:
Reason 1:  	Because of our desires (Romans 1:24)


Reason 2: 	Because we want to control (Gen 3:4)


Reason 3: 	We are not satisfied with God or what He has given us. We turn to idols because we have no faith that God will satisfy us.


Results of idolatry
Result 1:	We give in to our desires.

Result 2:	We lost control, we become slave to sin and to idolatry.

Result 3:	Idols ultimately do not satisfy.


Now back to Ezekiel 6
yahweh is utterly against idols
v2: 	Set your face towards the mountains of Israel
Note: 	It is an act of hostility (set your face = confrontation)
	Why mountains of Israel?
		Where was Ezekiel's audience? 

		What's happening in the mountains/hills of Israel?

	Idols (Hebrew word used: gillulim occurs 48 times in O.T. of which 39 times in Ezekiel)
	"The adoption of this word as a designation for idols may have been prompted by the natural pallet-like shape and size of sheep faeces or , less likely the cylindrical shape of human excrement. (The word used in earlier description of human faeces in Ezek 4:12,15 is the Hebrew word gelele)"												Daniel Block
God will utterly destroy (v3-7)
You will be killed at your altar and your high places
This is to show:
1. Your idols are defenceless against attacks against them.



2. Your idols are powerless to come to your aid when you need them.



3. The end of idolatry lies in death, desolation and ruin.



4. You will know who is the real God!


The judgment will be extensive (V11-14)
We note that:
1. God is engaged personally and emotionally in the judgment.

a. Ezekiel is called to pound his fists
b.                                 to stamp his feet
c.                                 to exclaim loudly

2. Judgment by

a. sword 		(near)
b. famine		(remain)
c. pestilence 	(far off)

3. Judgment will reach

a. every high hill
b. all the mountain-top
c. under every green tree
d. under every thick oak
e. where-ever idol worship takes place
 (give you a glimpse of the extensiveness of Israel's idolatry)

The result is so far reaching, that Israel will know that He is Yahweh.
Yet in the midst of judgment is mercy (v8-10)
1. There will be a remnant, God will not utterly wipe out.


2. The ultimate aim of judgment is restorative

a. You will know your sins (v9; for the evils which they committed)

b. you will loathe (v9; hate what you have done)

c. you will know the faithfulness of Yahweh (v10;know that I have not said in vain)

d. you will remember God (implying that there is a returning to God)
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