Adult Christian Education 		Session 24: Court trial 2
Study on Ezekiel		November 6th, 2010
Ezekiel 20-24 lectures to the leaders
Main theme

Know your sins

First the structure
3 sections, marked by the phrase “and the word of the Lord came to me”.
Section 1:	First Court trial (v1-16)

Section 2:	The sentence (v17-22)

Section 3:	Second court trial (v23-31)

second court trial
23 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 24 “Son of man, say to her: ‘You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.’ 25 The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. 26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. 27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain. 28 Her prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the Lord had not spoken. 29 The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. 30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 31 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord God.


3 groups of leaders
Cross reference: Micah 3:11
11	Her heads judge for a bribe, 
	Her priests teach for pay, 
	And her prophets divine for money. 
	Yet they lean on the LORD, and say, 
	“Is not the LORD among us? 
	No harm can come upon us.”
1. Prophets

who are they and what are their duties? One good point of reference is in the call of Ezekiel himself. He was to speak only when God wanted him to speak. He was to speak boldly in these matters and not fear man. 

Instead, they 


Why?




2. Priests

who are they and what are their duties? See additional materials on Leviticus 18, also note the cross reference to Malachi 2:7

Instead, they


Why?




3. Princes

who are they and what are their duties? They are meant to be man after God’s heart (1 Sam 16:7), they are to show mercy, justice and righteousness (Dan 4:27)

Instead, they


Why?




Special notes
 The indictment against the priests: “violated my laws and profaned my holy things”
We must ask how?
1. Not distinguished holy and unholy

holy:  (Qodesh – Hebrew word for separate, consecrated, or set apart)
unholy: common, secular





2. The difference between the unclean and the clean

unclean:
clean:






3. They have hidden their eyes from my Sabbath

hidden their eyes:






What’s the result? God is made profane among them. 
Profaned:

What about the leaders?
Ezekiel 22:30

What should I do?

Additional materials
On Leviticus 18
Whereas the first half of the book was primarily concerned with the duties of priests, most of this last major section is directed to the rest of the people. Even those chapters which do apply to priests (21–22) deal more with issues that relate to their lives as families in the community than with their duties in the tabernacle. These chapters seem at first sight to be full of very miscellaneous laws. But there is a thread running through them, which is the requirement that God’s people should be holy, and thereby reflect his holiness. Holiness, as we have seen, means distinctiveness, and so the opening verses of this section state that distinctiveness in very clear terms (18:1–3). The people of Israel were to be different from the pagan nations around them. This fundamental requirement sometimes explains rules which seem otherwise inexplicable. Holiness in the realm of marriage, family life and sexual relations comes first (ch. 18 and most of ch. 20). Then comes a wide variety of laws governing very practical social life (ch. 19). Holiness made special demands on the priests and their families (ch. 21–22) and was woven into the annual calendar (ch. 23). The seriousness of these laws is highlighted by a historical example (24:10–23), which parallels the case of Nadab and Abihu in the first half of the book. Holiness claimed time itself, as the sabbatical principle was extended to the sabbatical and jubilee years, and thus impacted the whole economic realm (ch. 25). The year of jubilee (which was to begin on the Day of Atonement) brings this part of the book to a climax that corresponds to the way the Day of Atonement is the climax of the first part. This is followed by a characteristic listing of blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience (ch. 26), and finally a supplementary postscript on vows and dedication (ch. 27), which parallels the way ch. 17 supplemented the preceding material.
2		“And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. 
2	If you will not hear, 
	And if you will not take it to heart, 
	To give glory to My name,” 
	Says the LORD of hosts, 
	“I will send a curse upon you, 
	And I will curse your blessings. 
	Yes, I have cursed them already, 
	Because you do not take it to heart. 
3	“Behold, I will rebuke your descendants 
	And spread refuse on your faces, 
	The refuse of your solemn feasts; 
	And one will take you away with it. 
4	Then you shall know that I have sent this commandment to you, 
	That My covenant with Levi may continue,” 
	Says the LORD of hosts. 
5	“My covenant was with him, one of life and peace, 
	And I gave them to him that he might fear Me; 
	So he feared Me 
	And was reverent before My name. 
6	The law of truth was in his mouth, 
	And injustice was not found on his lips. 
	He walked with Me in peace and equity, 
	And turned many away from iniquity. 
7	“For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, 
	And people should seek the law from his mouth; 
	For he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 
8	But you have departed from the way; 
	You have caused many to stumble at the law. 
	You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” 
	Says the LORD of hosts. 
9	“Therefore I also have made you contemptible and base 
	Before all the people, 
	Because you have not kept My ways 
	But have shown partiality in the law.” [footnoteRef:1] [1: The New King James Version. 1982 (Mal 2:1–9). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.] 
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