Adult Christian Education 		Session 20: 8 theological questions, question 6
Study on Ezekiel		Sept 26th, 2010
Theological question 6:
Okay, so you must judge Jerusalem for all her sins, but Lord you are not just in punishing us for what our forefathers have committed!
The parable

18	The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, 2 “What do you mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying: 
	‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
	And the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
See also Lamentation 5:7
Reason for this parable:

1. They had misunderstood the word of God in Exodus 20:4-6



2. They had taken the wrong meaning for Ezekiel’s claim in Ezekiel 16:44 “Like Mother, like daughter”



3. Prevalent idea of corporate righteousness.



God’s answer

4	“Behold, all souls are Mine; 
	The soul of the father 
	As well as the soul of the son is Mine; 
	The soul who sins shall die.
What does this verse mean?
Each one of us is accountable individually!

3 examples

	18:5-9
Righteous Father
	18:10-13
Wicked Son
	18:14-17
Righteous grandson

	Does not eat on the mountains
	Does eat on the mountains
	Does not eat on the mountains

	Does not raise his eyes to the idols
	
	Does not raise his eyes to the idols

	Does not defiles his neighbour’s wife
	Does defiles his neighbour’s wife
	Does not defiles his neighbour’s wife

	Does not approach his wife during menstruation
	
	

	Does not exploit anyone
	Does exploit the poor and the needy
	Does not exploit anyone

	Does return the debt pledge
	Does not return the debt pledge
	Does not accept  the debt pledge

	Does not commit robbery
	Does commit robbery
	Does not commit robbery

	Does share his food with the hungry
	Does raise his eyes to idols
	Does share his food with the hungry

	Does cover the naked with clothes
	Does commit abominable deeds
	Does cover the naked with clothes

	Does not lent money with interest
	Does lend money with interest
	Does restrain himself from the poor

	Does not demand a profit
	Does demand a profit
	Does not demand interest or a profit

	Does restrain himself from injustice
	
	

	Does promote justice in the community
	
	

	Does live by Yahweh’s statutes
	
	Does observe  Yahweh’s ordinances

	Does obey Yahweh’s ordinances
	
	Does live by Yahweh’s statutes

	Does act with integrity
	
	




The righteous father

	6
		If he has not eaten on the mountains, 
	Reference to Idolatry
	Deuteronomy 12:2

	
	Nor lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel,
	
	‘lift up his eyes’ is a reference to looking for aid (see Psalm 121:1)

	
	Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife,
	Reference to Sexual purity
	Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18

	
	Nor approached a woman during her impurity;
	
	Leviticus 18:19-20

	7
		If he has not oppressed anyone, 
	His relationship with other man
	Stranger: Exodus 20:21; Leviticus 19:33
Slave: Deuteronomy 23:17
Subject: Ezekiel 45:8; 46:18
Neighbor: Leviticus 25:14-17

	
	But has restored to the debtor his pledge;
	He has love for his neighbours
	Deuteronomy 24:6

	
	Has robbed no one by violence,
	
	Leviticus 6:2,4

	
	But has given his bread to the hungry
	Actively promote the life of the under-privileged
	Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22

	
	And covered the naked with clothing;
	
	Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:17

	8
		If he has not exacted usury 
	Handling of money in relationship to the under-privileged
	Leviticus 25:35-37

	
	Nor taken any increase,
	
	

	
	But has withdrawn his hand from iniquity
	Honest and fair in legal matters
	Leviticus 19:15, 35

	
	And executed true judgment between man and man;
	
	Zechariah 7:9

	9
		If he has walked in My statutes— 
	Summary: a life that mirrors the laws of God
	

	
	And kept My judgments faithfully—
	
	



Verdict: 	He is just; he shall surely live!
Note:	This debate is given in the context of Mosaic Covenant and so the verdict of ‘just’ and ‘he shall live’ should also be view under that framework. So leaving aside the new covenant view of ‘eternal life’, the general conformance to the demands of the law would not bring God’s judgment on them. There will be peace and prosperity in the Land.






The wicked son

10	“If he begets a son who is a robber 
	Or a shedder of blood, 
	Who does any of these things 
11	And does none of those duties, 
	But has eaten on the mountains 
	Or defiled his neighbor’s wife; 
12	If he has oppressed the poor and needy, 
	Robbed by violence, 
	Not restored the pledge, 
	Lifted his eyes to the idols, 
	Or committed abomination; 
13	If he has exacted usury 
	Or taken increase— 
	Shall he then live? 
	He shall not live! 
	If he has done any of these abominations, 
	He shall surely die; 
	His blood shall be upon him.

· A good father can have a wicked son

· Does the righteousness of the father accrue to the son?

· Verdict: He shall surely die.

The righteous grandson

14	“If, however, he begets a son 
	Who sees all the sins which his father has done, 
	And considers but does not do likewise; 
15	Who has not eaten on the mountains, 
	Nor lifted his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, 
	Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife; 
16	Has not oppressed anyone, 
	Nor withheld a pledge, 
	Nor robbed by violence, 
	But has given his bread to the hungry 
	And covered the naked with clothing; 
17	Who has withdrawn his hand from the poor 
	And not received usury or increase, 
	But has executed My judgments 
	And walked in My statutes 
	He shall not die for the iniquity of his father; 
	He shall surely live!

· Similarly a wicked father can have a righteous son

· Does God punish him for his father’s sin?

· Verdict: He shall not die for the iniquity of his father; He shall surely live!
Historical illustration

King Hezekiah: 	God’s verdict (2 Chronicles 29:2)
What he did right:-
	Temple reform
		Trusting in God against the odds (Sennacherib’s attack on Judah)
		Healed of his sickness (15 years added)
		2 Chronicles 32:32

King Manasseh:	God’s verdict (2 Chronicles 33:2)
What he did wrong:-
		Renewed idol worship
		Defiled the temple with idols and abominations
God’s judgment:-
		2 Chronicles 33:11 (was bound and captured to Babylon)		

King Josiah:	God’s verdict (2 Chronicles 34:2)
What he did right:-
		Re-establish God’s law
		Cast out idols from the temple
		Reform temple worship
		2 Chronicles 35:26


The principles to remember

1. God is fair and just. He does not call that which is no sin, sin. Neither would he look away and not punish sin for what it is.



2. God will not punish you for other people’s sin. Each person will be responsible for his own action.
See Deuteronomy 24:16



3. God has mercy on us, so that whenever we repent, God at that moment will accept us.
19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the guilt of the father?’ Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My statutes and observed them, he shall surely live. 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. 
21 “But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 22 None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the righteousness which he has done, he shall live. 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord GOD, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live?
theological question 7
Alright! We admit that we have sinned and deserve the punishment from God. If so why bother to do anything since God’s judgment is coming. It is useless, it doesn’t matter; we are all going to die!
God’s answer
19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the guilt of the father?’ Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My statutes and observed them, he shall surely live. 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. 
21 “But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 22 None of the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of the righteousness which he has done, he shall live. 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord GOD, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live? 
24 “But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them he shall die. 
25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which are not fair? 26 When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. 27 Again, when a wicked man turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and does what is lawful and right, he preserves himself alive. 28 Because he considers and turns away from all the transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My ways which are fair, and your ways which are not fair? 
30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” says the Lord GOD. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord GOD. “Therefore turn and live!”
Three key implications
1. Repentance (at any time, at any stage of life, at any place) is the right thing to do.


2. Turning away to do evil, to sin is never the right thing to do.


3. God’s will is always for man to repent.

For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord GOD.
“Therefore turn and live!”
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